As we enter the ultimate year of this millennium (or penultimate depending on how much weight you put on the cant of calendrical pedants), it seems useful to recount some recent occurrences and developments which will impact on the content, format and presentation of the Journal over the next few years.
It is a given that the digital revolution and the possibilities if offers will result in electronic versions of one type or another but we at Anaesthesia and Intensive Care are progressing at a measured pace while taking the best expert advice available. On the other hand we do not concur with the gloomy prognostication that printed journals will disappear-the paperless office was, after all, predicted some 20 years ago. Printed and electronic versions are likely to coexist for a long time. We expect to implement a digital publishing initiative during 1999.
Last year saw a number of pivotal developments. After a period of amicable negotiation, the Board and Membership of the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society (ANZICS) agreed with the Australian Society of Anaesthetists and its Editorial Board that ANZICS would adopt this publication as its officially endorsed Journal. We very much welcome this formal liaison and look forward to an even higher submission level of Intensive Care/Critical Care papers in the future. Alan Duncan is the Editor overseeing this expansion.
During the year, the ASA appointed two Assistant Editors, Michael Paech and Ian McKenzie. They are operating efficiently and effectively in dealing with the increasing submission rate of anaesthesia related papers. Many authors would already have had dealings with one or the other.
ASA Headquarters at Edgecliff, Sydney has undergone extensive refurbishment and extension. Reception, office, library/museum and meeting facilities are now world class. The Journal is accommodated in a purpose-designed suite of rooms with updated communications and computer management system to deal with the complex logistics of tracking submitted papers. As we act as our own publisher, these advances have made the activities of the Executive Editor, Jeanette Thirlwell Jones and her team somewhat easier and will offer an enhanced service to authors.
An annual Best Paper Prize was inaugurated. The prize consists of a cash moiety to the principal author and handsome framed certificates to all authors of the winning paper. It is adjudicated by a Committee of the Editorial Board from all papers published each calendar year and is presented at the annual National Scientific Congress of the Society. Specific applications are not required as publication itself confers eligibility.
Sadly, the year saw the passing of Dr Gwen Wilson, ASA historian and prolific publisher in the field of anaesthetic history. Her Obituary appears on page 110 of this issue. Dr Wilson was the Inaugural Laureate of the History of Anesthesia Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology. A notice concerning the Year 2000 Laureate appears on the next page. We strongly support this program as there is much to be learned from the lessons of history.
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